As per World Health Organisation (WHO) the disabled are deprived of all opportunities for social and economic development. Around 400 million disabled persons live in the developing world. The basic facilities like health, education and employment are denied to this vulnerable section of population. Around 70 per cent of the disabled are unemployed. As per 2011 Census, the total population of India is 1.23 billion, in which about 2.1 per cent (over 21 million people) suffer from one or the other kind of disability. However the present paper focuses the issue of disability and their educational status in India. A state-wise analysis has been done for the study to understand the regional variation. Across the states, the highest number of disabled population is reported from the state of Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and Madhya Pradesh. Available census data have been used to examine the proportion of disability and their educational status in India for the last two decades. The study found that over a period of time, among disabled persons, not only the educational status of the disabled population has improved during the decade under review, but the percentage of literates among both male and female disabled population has also increased; and their status in higher educational levels has also improved consequently.
INTRODUCTION
Disabled people are not only the deprived human beings in the developing world, they also the most neglected (Amartya Sen and James D Wolfensohn, 2014) . As revealed by the World Health organisation (WHO), currently around 400 million disabled persons live in the developing world and majority of them are poor. And poverty is the most important cause of their disability. And as per WHO worldwide there are 1.5 million blind children, who are concentrated mainly in Asia and Africa. It is estimated that at least 10 per cent of the developing world's population is disabled in one way or the other.
The disabled are deprived of all opportunities for social and economic development. The basic facilities like health, education and employment are denied to this vulnerable section of population. It is estimated that about 40 million of the more than 100 million out of school children have disabilities.
Around 70 per cent of the disabled are unemployed. On the other hand, disabled are not a homogeneous group; there are different types of disabilities, with different requirements, and the problems as well as attention and help required by each type are different from the others (Leni Chaudhuri, 2006) . India covers 2.4 per cent of geographical area of the world and 17 per cent of its total population. As per 2011 Census, the total population of India is 1.23 billion, in which about 2.1 per cent (over 21 million people) suffer from one or the other kind of disability. Of the total disabled population males and females are respectively 12.6 and 9.3 millions. Coming to the rural/urban divide, the proportion of disabled is more in rural areas than in urban. This proportion is variously reported as being between 57-58 percent for males and 42-43 percent females. The disability rate per 100,000 populations for the country as whole works out to 2130. This is 2,369 in the case of males and 1,874 in the case of females. However, there are mainly five types of disabilities found in India, i.e. in seeing, in movement, mental, in speech and in hearing.
Among the five types of disabilities on which data has been collected by the Census, disability in seeing at 48.5 per cent incidence has emerged as the top category. Others in sequence are: in movement (27.9 per cent), mental (10.3 138 per cent), in speech (7.5 per cent), and in hearing (5.8 per cent). The disabled by sex ratio follow a similar pattern except that the proportion of disabled females is higher in both seeing hearing category.
In view of the above, the main objectives of the paper are to examine the status of disability in India across states for the year 2001 and 2011, and also to understand the educational status among them in India by gender. Data for the study comes from the Census of India; available census data for the year 2001 and 2011 has been used for analysis in the study. The collected data has been classified into various groups and used to make a comparative analysis for the study.
UNDERSTANDING DISABILITY
Understanding Disability is indeed a difficult task, given it myriad manifestations and intensity. However, according to the World Health Organization (WHO), "Disability is any restriction or lack (resulting from an impairment) of ability to perform in a manner or within the range considered normal for a human being". Further, persons with Disability Act 1995 defines as a person suffering from not less than forty per cent of any disability as certified by a medical authority as 'disabled'. The National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) defines disability as "Any restriction or lack of abilities to perform an activity in the manner or within the range considered normal for human being".
It excludes illness /injury of recent origin (morbidity) resulting in temporary loss of ability to see, hear, speak or move.
Types of Disability
There are mainly six types of disabilities as classified below: Given the type and nature of their problem the disabled encounter different types of problems. Some problems are common while others are disability specific.
The Causes of Disability
According to the World Bank (2012), "Persons with disabilities on average as a group experience worse socio-economic outcomes than persons without disabilities, such as less education, worse health outcomes, less employment, and higher poverty rates. Further, Researchers have demonstrated that these reduced outcomes may be attributed to a myriad of institutional barriers and other factors. Furthermore, the prevalence of disabilities in impoverished populations has been predicted to follow a cyclical pattern by which those who live in poverty are more likely to acquire a disability and those who have a disability are more likely to become impoverished. However, there are several factors lead to Disability.
An expert from the United Kingdom says that Disabled Persons Council attribute the connection between disability and poverty to many systemic factors that promote a "vicious circle (Groce, et al., 2011) . And poverty places individuals at a much greater risk of acquiring a disability due to the general lack of health care, nutrition, sanitation, and safe working conditions. Discrimination is another factor that leads to disability. Also, individuals living with disabilities are often impoverished due to the high medical costs associated with their condition. Hence, lack of basic health care is found to be one of the reason for disability in India. Similarly, institutional barriers also play a substantial role in the incidence of poverty in those with disability. Lack of access to education and employment also aggravates the consequences of disability. This shows that currently the incidence of male disability is more in males than females in India. However, in absolute numbers, there is higher disability among males, and over a period of time, the decline of disability among males has been lower than among females. Hence, currently, disability is higher among males than females. An in-depth analysis is required to ascertain the root causes of the incidence of higher disability among males in India ( Table 1) The disability percentage by gender follows a similar pattern except that the proportion of disabled females is higher in the category 'In seeing and In hearing'.
KEY ASPECTS OF DISABLED POPULATION IN INDIA

Prevalence rate among Gender
According to 2011 figures, Tamil Nadu is the only state where the number of disabled females is higher than disabled males in terms of percentage it is 9.15 per cent and 6.28 per cent respectively for males and females. (Table 7) .
However, over the years, there has been considerable improvement in educational status of disabled population in the country. This is true for both males and females, but also there is significant improvement in their educational attainment in general and higher education in particular. (Table 7) .
Here, it is important to note that in the 
Educational Level among Disabled Population: Inter-State variation
In order to understand the level of education of the disabled population in India by states, the states are slotted into three groups, i.e. (i) top ten (ii) bottom ten and (iii) those in the middle. The education level of the total disabled population within each of the states is arranged in percentages and provided in Table 8 It has evident that with regard to educational status among disabled to be noting that during the last two decades not only the educational status of the disabled population has improved, but the percentage of literates among both male and female disabled population has also increased; and their status in higher educational levels has also improved consequently. Gender-wise, the 
